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yea, Tjudge 3 thing I write, -isearſe worthie.. ->-- -- 
gok oh, or, red. + Naples HTM tity | he” 
"Ae and ſhaking, hand i ſomthi Sn? 
I Yer whenT confider, tharT have po ONS 8 ro make ; 
' for you torhe great Sh d', as havi 
amongſt youin the miniſtrie of this Ward: me four- 
| | J 'reen Years; and'now after propor mineg 
= mene., azeand infirmizies cre oo 
54-460 conttal plinvbr _ gravel. I have much adboncea wee - hand ords aig 
BIS. rogoavery ſhort way to the publick Worſhip; fo as there is 0 great proba-: 
.3% ; bility 3 I can ſee vo 1r4face 1 in thisltfe ; * Angir ismoTficting for me, to ſet my +: '4 
=. face forward toward my aff reckoni nee © 'T thought I "behooved, ina - 
E* manner», to make unto you my Teſtament, and opetimy mind2 concerning my. 


ib; SUR Ins you, .and concerning the preſear potous. of afairs i in 
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propounded ; burcold plainly, T was fully clear and reſolved nord eakeirs . "Io 
7 sf, 
would beg | 
challenges, beiide,many others, in reſpect of theſe particulars.» thatall along 
in my 
--,- me» norſo carry my felt like a Spiritual, Graye, by” 
x] © ... anc of Chriſt, as Loughe ro have done. * 2. I hat in ny Mi 
> a I was not mor 


- . rhe late grevens defection began inthe Year 1661. and 1662+ I didnorſtit';, 
- up myſelf and others , whatſoever hazard might have enſued » to appear by ® + © 
Supplications and publick Teſtimonics, in avowing the Covenant andwork +5 
of Reformation-5-which, 1f it had been done by Church Judicatories,-or :bur 


erity , procured more Peace to our own Conſciences *yea patlbir Oe ed. 
much of the DefeQtion and Suffering , that hath ſince enſued hat 
when I appeared before the Council, I did not take occafionhumbly;yes.. 7 
linly,to remonſtrare the guilt of thoſe things, which were publicklyiena& ON Des 
d, and doneagainſtthe PrerogativeRoyal of Jeſus Chriſt, and againithis = 
_Churchand People ; and to'give warning of the wrath to. come on th?mand BS. 
-che Land, wichour Repentance; -but did content my felt. with anſwering © 
what was propounded to.me. For theſe, and ſuch other negle&s ahd-milea,. 
riages in by life.z I would defire tro go mourning to the grave ,, and Wouldin- 0 
- ttear for help from you, andothers, ofthe Lords People, .to ſeek from Hims . 9 
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"2 I:As foryou , I may reckon yoa alt in thre Ranks : The kt R: 1 


and Ifear the greater number , -is of rhoſe who; althoagh in general profeſ- 
ours of Chriſtianity , yet, ſo faras-could be obſerved,- never laid Religion 
to heart 3 and ſome of theſe for groſſe ſggorance and: looſneſs,. were alway 
debarred from the Lords Supper 3 others alchough having fome knowledge 
and a civil walk , yet\upon good grounds werealwayes ſuſpeted'to be youd 
of the Loveand Fear of God, CO in their natyral-unrenewed condi- 

cir Families and alone', and ſhew- 
ing byall their carriage that their thoughts and defires never weir beyond 


this World : Theſe , no doubt; -are glad'of the change now com'd, that + 


rerrified and tormented them , and. may. now both ſwear terrible Oaths and 
drinkedrank , which by ſome will be expounded as a clear evidence of their 
les chey may now, after the example of many Great ones, -walk inthe 


roger the World, and then how to ſpend it on their luſts ; apdhare, and to 


they may caſt of Chriſts yoke and be free of the Word and Diſcipline, which » 


canneſs., mind nothing but how by any means-, juſt or unjuſt, 


their power perſecute all, who will not run with them tothe ſame exceſs of ',*. 


' riot. \Nowas L have oftenin-publick, with as great carneſtneſs and tender." 
neſs as I could;, warned theſe to flee from the wrath to come ; ſo I would: 
yer defire them, to ſtand ſtill a little before they go to the pit, and hearfrom 
a truely loving Friend-a few words , which I amiconfident, in the day of the 

reat reckoning ſhall be found a meſſage from the living God. - Do you be- 

eeve. there is a God, or Heaven or Hell> or can ye with all your will and” 
ſtrength ſcrape the thoughts of theſe out of your ſleeping conſciences ? Or do: 
ye inſuch ſorthare God, that becauſe ye are his creatures, ye will ſo far bEz- 


venged onyourſelves;as ro ſell your ſelves to his enemietheDevil;fornought, © 


to be tormented inall eternity > 1am moſt ſure, _none of you all can be ſure 
that ye are Reprobats 3 and I can give you affurance; greater-than the ſtabi- 
lity of Heaven and Earth ,. even the ſworn word of himthat liveth and reign-- 
* eth forever, that if ye will forſake your wicked way » and yet betake your 
ſelves to the only Saviour of loſt ſinners, ye are no Reprobates. O! what ad- 
vantage have ye, when ye have gainedall the World, andall che Pleaſures, all 
the Riches , and-all the Favoure of it , and have loſt your immortal andpre-. 
cious Souls ? . It is utterly impoſlible , but that ſometimes your own hearr 
cells you, there will be bitterneſs inthe end. Dorh not Whoredom and Drun- 
kenneſs waſte the body , take away the Judgment. and leave a ſting inthe' 
Conſcience?. Can any avoid the Curſe , that:goods'gotten by falfgood of 
oppreſſion bring upon the manand all he hath! , yea onhis Poſterity > Is it 
not ſad, that Satan can prompt men to Swear , Curſe and Blaſpheme ,' and 
utcer that which he dare not utter.himſelf> Andalthougi ye were free of all 


ourward Outbreakings , doth not an unrenewed eftare , the neglect of com- 


manded duries , Sabbath breaking , and ſuch evils, binde you. over to the 
wrath of Him, who is coming there in flaming fireto rake vengeance 6n rhem, 


who know. not God, and obey not the Goſpel? Ye may poflibly think, you ET 


bh 


refo. far gone-on, that there is no retreat, | andthe wayes of the Lord are ſuch 
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Fins sball have the.own;particular' tormens?; How can ye- 
of all the Lords loving , loud and long: continued Invirationsz» Wharsballyou 
anſwer; if-hereafter the Lord shall' ſay to ſome of you I would have given 
thee both Grace and Glory » 4f thou had but ſough- it; thou wovldſt norgive; 
once two orthree knocksatmy door, thou wouldſt nor open when'T knock 
oft and lopg at thy door; WBdoing thou baſt ſubſcribed thine own Reprobation 
-abþd Condemnation. . Oh ler me obtain this much of all andevery one; of you , 
for allthe pains] have raken among you in. preaching, for all my Nine Ze rs 
banishment fronryou;, for all the prayer -L.have up for:ypu » for all the, 
love which he who knoweth all things knoweth I bear to you, yealet your own. 
ſouls, an4theloye yon have to your own bag oa: and hereafrerdbrain itz. 
or. rather let him , who for {i ;ners shedall hism p 


precious blood at Feruſalem 
obtainthis of you, that you will take one day each of you alone from morne to - 
eveningforbearing bath mear and drink , and go apart rathervntro ſome: 
room inan houſe ,: or unto ſome part of the fields, -you be 
quiet , and having before: hand mark-d inthe; Bible ſuch Places a8 arefr- 
readar ſuch a time ,-as alſo having-ſomewhat ſearched your way towardGe 
and his my toward you ,, thereſet yourſelyesin his fight , ſpending the rime* 
in, Cenfeflion of fins , and Prayer for PRs and grace to ſerve. him, 
and: fave your own ſouls: and if (_ which is not readily to be ſuppoſed ) ye: 
ernagigec(s on fuch a day , yet continue thereafter in ſuch exerciſe and ſuits; 
fo deliverance from Hell, Enjoying of Heaven and{the Favour of God # are 
; werth more '-pains then ye can take all our Liſe. - Now if this ſo eafte and. 
neceſlary advice $shall be rejected, without preſcribing time-and'place,. or: 
meaſure and manner , bur if the main intent of-taking ſome time to humble * . 
yourſelves before God', and turning unto him be rejected , I rake inftru-. | 
ments, before Son and Moon and all the Creatures, that I haye left this: 
warning ,as an indorſed ſummones fixed onthe doore of your couſciences, to be: 
called and judged before him-, who is ready to judgerhe quick and the dead, ar 
his appearing and in his Glory ; when beſide the witnefſing of all your fins, 
of your own conſciences . mL of all rhe Creatures , I alſo, as your lawful Mi- 
niſter , ſent to procure your Reconciliation with God , $hallappear ro witneſs: 
thatye got fair warning, burdid reject the fame, and would needs choole death. 
Therefore while it 1s called tg-y3y; rake a trial of Chrifts Yoke. do bur put him 
toit;: and ſee whether axphatheanil'open the windowes of Heaven}. and raine: 
' Bleflings and Righteouſneſs upon y4u;. 'come- and ſee, and taſt the goodneſs: 
ofthe Lord: ye Shall be made to ſay, Heis a'rich-and- loving Maſter; .once 
+;* engage your hearts to him, and ye may defye Sathan, andall the allurments and 
rerrours of the World , ro' draw you from him, _ Glad would my theare be! 
to hear , beforeI gotothe grave , thar ſome of you have beyug, 4newcourſe, 
e begin indeed ye will notger it ſuppreſt, -it will be ”Tshall as I 
can'ptdy for.it, and defire.others here to pray for it, It is:nor needful to multip! 
words. leave it with you, as ye shall ay ry to Jeſus Chriſt , when he :$bal} 
3 | 4 Ay =”: | come © /'<, 
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2.7: BurJ, 
-in-this conrſe-of Apoltacy , = 

God bya Free and foll Conteſ< | 
ie- of them want rot a grawing - | 
World , and fear of worldly. *.., - 


; F 
@feÞ : tn on She - Ro "4 
E Fe "I from. c ; ob wer Principles and 1 Ces. - 7 ; "% | 
ſeat ougnaubercroumward condicion, tharrbefore: Theſe shalf *, 10 
+. your former profefſion ©.” I7have yer by me the Subſcriptions ewthe Coyerant | 
of ll the-mem; thar were of tbe Congregatiov. that Paper., but 


the bands of allboth:men'and women, which,in ſwearing the Coveniatr, afrer 
reading the SolemneAcknowledgement of fins andEngagement ro duties, were 
lifred up to God ; theſe hands, becauſe they will erdure for ever, $hall be eyer- 
laſting wirnefles either-for you, oragainft you. . Y gor warning that ſuch tri- 4 
als would come, : as have fince enſued, 'and-ſe ' to be fonified againſt ) 
them: :Remember tbe ſpeech I had toyou, the Monday after-the laſt " | 
union ,- wherein , -preſaging what would shonly. follow , Fin 2 manrer *+/ 
bid you Farewel: ye: ſeemed then to be ſomewhat moved, and to reſolve 
on all hazards to abide by the Cauſe of God ; ye ſeemed to run. well , 
who-or what harh hindered/you; 'that ye should nor obey the truth © Ic 
may. be there are few-or none inall the Land, who ig all points have kept their 
Covenant to God, bur hayenegleRted ſome opponunities oftheir durie; aids 
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 tohuPariſbonersof Anctam. "9% 
rd wil pardenfuch,asfe= the plague of their own hi2art, &curneto him: 3 
Joing-in'rhe courſe of defe&tion: with thoſe , who hive abjured - thar 
', ChyEnarnzrocolnrenance an inerufedHliceling, and joinwirh bim in tharwhich 
they call Worsbip,” years fitagd drink wickhim;: who was lawfully and deſery- 
diy. Bycontanaivars® by che Church &f Scoflan3 z,'to- ke:zp Holy Dayes 
.* appaine$hy mea ; ro wirhdrdw from the fellowship and meetings of thoſe , 
- whoimſome degree cominutintheir integrity ; theſe are ſuch groſs an1 direct. 
vidlationsofrhe Oath of God;as canproceed from nathing bur a fearful deſerring 
dt God ;-from a preferring.the will of man, to the will of rhe living God, : 
and preferring che caſe ant perry pelfofthe world to the Salvation of your im - bw 


4s 


= 


> orcabragla, iT am fully fure, ye darenvr ſay before: the Lord, that although 
all fear of inconveniencefromm mn were quite taken away > yet conſcience of 
obeying the will of Gotlwould makeyoudo, asnow ye do. Ifiye were ſure 
within teadayesby dearh to rurnyour back onall, woul4ye not'rhink ic firrin, 
tharboth Ga | andthe worldſaw a chanze on you, from your preſear way? and 
ye have no affurance-oft one day. Think often' on Chrifts Word » that w5o 
4 dm hin b:fore m:n , he will deny chem before bis Father - Itisimpoffible, ir isurrerly 
1mpoiſiþle,ro bea DiſcipleofJeſa:Chriſt;or an h-irdfglory, withouta = 
' tiontoquite all,even Liferrdehf2for his ſake , wheaicalled to ir. Tam much af. 
i rayed; wheathe conſcienceoFſome of you thalt'wiken, thar ye hall hardly 
b2 keeped from ſome degrees of defpi'r; Come oF, come ofin rime, b2 nor 
afrayedorashamed ro witneſs azainſt yourſelves , and-the' wicked courſe of 
+ - thetine; fringe ro:Go4 per peace to your own'confciences, ſtrengthen the. 
$- , Hhandsandmikegladihehearcs of thoſe, that are ſeekin3 God; ye kno w not bur 
4. if yedelayzzpour wakening may com? after the door is shut ; and that then. 
']. [ball bono ttmegof refresfiing fam the preſence of che'Lord,' As for the poor 
: wrerch | thari@thrut-in'uþs; adonr hate him do nor injure hin, rather 
pray IR ISS Sv þ5Hible, that he may recover; butdonor 
countenance or join with him yEmiay eafly b2ſenfible, he isnor a meſſenger 
fromthe Lord , for yourſpiritual good/, bur a ſnare and hardener of you in 
| nawarranted wayes. I'may bygo>d ground from the Word of God affirm, thar 
+ unleſs agractas chmgebewrourht, bottheand all rar follow him hall pe= 
rish Ecernally. - Nowrhe Lortitimfelf, whoionly cat doit, ops your eyes 
to ſee the danger of your way. wzeandenabt youto rakeſomstimero mourn 
before himinſecrer, andopenlyro teſtify, asoccafion offers, before good and 
evil, thatyearereturned to vout Former Profeſſion; then Shall none of all your 
: Tranſgreflions be mentione1 unto you. 
4 ThzThind Rank is rhe lictle handfal of rhoſe, who inſucy an eviltime have la- 4 
; boured to keep their garments cleay, co whom is given inthe behalfof Chriſt, 7 
net only ro beleeve of hiny,: but alſo tÞ ſuffer, or at leaſt expoſe themſelves ro 
ſuffering forhis ſake? : ye hive piontioteſs to bleſs the Lord , &-1 and many 
orhers willjoine wicthy 39,t0 bleſs Nicholy nameth#t howbeir ye have bur d lirrle 
ftreogrh, ye drfire rs keep his word, av1 not deny his naint; yehave found and 
will ode yer more; that Chriſt will not be behinde with you , aor ſl-epin your 
ue - Ttruſt your conſolaticns bound, fat beyotid your fears or dangers or 
aferings, yout tn12 tred fold is-going tothe fore for you and yours, inthe Bank 
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allrhe porsheardsof the Earth : Hehall appear to Ay Lart "and they $hall,be 
 achamed Cat 


litde;as if ahey bad don their work, & roored ont beth truth and | dong re & he 


- (Land, 2sSword, Peftor Famine, I would pray and 909d way be hid; 


ight ©, 

-mighrprocure more; itis much if yeger/your ſouls for a-prey. 4. 'K 

your meetings for prayer and mutual upftirring, oy mighuly ro God, ea + 4 
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off Aricram. —_—_— RR. 
| tofu ror fallen | celeſhareinyour - 
prayers that I may finiſh: yon with joy', and ſhil bring forth Fuitin  * 
old age- Seek fromthe: ore Ma Foul: :'Wiſdome and Fenderneſs ,. to deal 
with any of your neighbours,th4teverappeartd for him;8now have detlined: 
if ye.prevail withany of them/;) adrur- them” to your meetiogs,; ' Even the 
'- Lord give yow underſtanding in all things, © *: 90-7 11 - 1 
ITI. Now as concerning the Condition ofthe Church, and Work of God 
inthat Land , ye remember , that although 4 ſhuned not , according tomy 
or meaſure, and as occaſion offered., .and neceſſity required ,; troſhew my”. 
mindeofpublick Matrers, Dangers and Duties of rherime 3: yet Luſed-not 
to inſiſt very much-ig-ſuch things , as not being much inclined or able/for- 
diſputing; and having found by trequent experience, rhat ſo ſoon as any were 
gainedtocloſe indeed with Chriſt, and lay Religion to hearrinearneſt, theſe 
generally out ofa native principle became preſently ſound in'the controverſies 
of the time, Andin the preſent caſe, ſeveral things would rather ſeem'to 
perſwade ſilence, becauſe indeed our preſent Condition ought rather to-be _ 
matter of Jathentation and mourning|before the Lord , day and night , alone «"_F> 
and in company , then'matter of diſcourſe amongſt ourſelves ; and becauſe "vl 
itis very hard to uſe freedome, and notdiſpleaſe ſome, whoma man would/be 
| very unwilling to offend ; and becauſe of all men living; Thave leaſt reafon 
tothink , that I would offer my light as a rule of any other mans light. But 
when I confider that as one (although moſt unworthie,, yet) intruſted.by Je 
ſus Chriſt, as an Ambaſſadour Gone hin to his people, am ſhortly to db 
count before himof my negotiation , I cannotdecline whar light, Tjudges Bo 
'T have tromhimzout of bis word , anent preſent affairs , roopenthe ſame'ts 4 3 
you - as in his fight ,-in as great ſimplicity'and ingenuity, asI can. - 7 7 OP Þ 
And Firft, I need notinſift ro declare ,” tharnotwithſtanding of all , that 
hath fallen out of late, and allthe-Objections againſt the Work of Reforma® - 
tion, all which were both propounded andanſwered above 30. years agozthat* -— ..5 
yet both [8 all thatLand;&the poſterity after us ſtand bound before theLord; wy 


/ 


7 to adhere to the National Covenant,the Solemn League and Covenant,andalÞ 
.the parts and degrees of Reformation and Uniformity,which wehad attained*: 
neither will conceal, thathowbeit thereafter: I withdrew fromthe meetings: 
of the Proteſters, when I perceived the matter like to tend roa Rared Schiſmez 
that yet after as.narrow ſearch ,' as I could make, I have no Challenges, bur 
rather Approbation,'thart in the beginningT joined inthe Proteſtation, againſt 
the courſes takenin the year 1651-and thereafter , for bringing in the Malige 
nant Enemies of 'the Work of God , to Counſels and. Command; 'Taminor* 

. willing to rake in ſuch aſhes (Oh ifthe'fire wereextinguiſhedand forgorten!): ' 
and I know thatſome good men, inaday of great darkneſs and diſtreſs ,did* 
what they conceived for the time dutie 3 -yet when 1 conſider ourfformet en- 
gagments to the contrair, and that the principles and motives of theſe courſes 

L would neceſſarily recoil againſt former endeavours'ot purging the army ; 
| 8 againſt the ofition made totheunlawful Engagement mthe year Hs 
© -. yea again ie Solemn League and Coyenanez 2nd by conſequence. agai + 
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= So _ -- ; MrLivingſtoun's Lerrer- nip 
- the late work of Reformation , yea-againſt the firſt Reformation from Po- 
 per33andthat the bulk of the diſaffeted Miniſters of the Land, ſome where- 
- of, although boradown , might haye been obſerved in every General A(- 
:ſembly , even from the year 1638: that theſe did natively joyn tomake up the 
:party ,-T Judge theſe courſes to-have- been no ſmall ſtep of the 'defeRtion of 
A the Church. I could have wiſhed indeed, that more moderation, 8&more real 
L endeavours forunion in the Lord, had beenuſed on both fides;; but I was 
y alſo convinced , that the late ſad change was in ſome reſpe@ ſeaſsnably 
ſear from the Lord , that faithfiil Miniſters and” Profeflours -ſhonld-ra- 
ther ſuffer by the Prelats, and ſuch as by overturning the. Work of God ». 
them in, than by Judicatours of the Church, which in all ap- 
pearagce would ſhortly have followed; yea in ſome places wasalready be- 
gan: And it is moſt fad, that when time hath brought to light the ne- 
ceſſzxy conſequence of theſe courſes , yet few or none of theſe have te- 
| ſtified any reſentment thereof. Beſide clear Demonſtrations of the Effi- 
3 - -cacy of the Goſpel, in converting and- confirming - finners , which hath 
i beenas conſpicuous inthe Church of Stortand , as inanyof the Reformed 
Churches , rhe Lord was pleaſed from the beginning to-putinthe-hand of his 
Servants in that Land , apiece of Service , not ſo-direQy called-tor at the 
aznds' of ſame- others:of the Churches, t6 wit , as Ghrift's Prophertical 8& 
Prieſtly Office had been debared » ſuffered-for and cleared ; fo they ſhould 
ftandand contend for his Kingly Office; that he is not only1nwardly a Spiti- 
eual Head to his Myſtical Church ; but externally a Spiritual Politick Head 
torhe Politick Body ofthe viſible Churchof P urs, & rheir only Law- 
giver; to inveſt them with intrinfick power to meet for bis Worſhip ; 'and 
their Officers appointed by him,to meet for Diſcipline:;& Ordering-the affairs 
ef his houſe ; thatno Ceremonieor Invention qf man ;; that-want hes amp, 
E is to;be broughtinro his Worſhip; no Officerto be braaght invs- his houſe ,; 
». - bucſuchas he hathappointed in his Word; & althought his fexvancs,86 people 
'S are to Carry. towards Gods Ordinance of Magiſtracy, where they tive.as any 
 _* otherSubjedts,& todeny them no reſpeQ or obedience',- due to -yetin: 
their Mectings & Adminiſtrations they are not fubordinat unto or dependant . 
an any Civilpower. Theſe and ſuch others were: the points. alerted, and: 
ſnffered forby the renowS]d worthies of this Church;by Mr Knox, Mr Welſh: , 
MyBruceandi\many others, who-now ſhine in glory. Andalrhough there have 
beenuin former timss, ſeveral (ad dayes of the defeftion of Minifters,'as in the 
year 1584 and at other times, yet becauſe there never was ſuch {black houre; 
and pewer of darkneſs, 2s is now'fallen upon/us» I ſhall-inthe ſecond place 
touchſome parti : for which JE and: I, and! many others have 
defore the: Lor 
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of thoſe, who had the convidtion on y | 
concurrence of others. True Zeal for pur of our IT, .Or.16 
membrance of our reckoning before him, would have ſtirred us upto angther. 
ſort of boldneſs : wE would not have been fa blunt in our own concernmeat:; 
the ſight of the Fathers danger brake the tack of aSows rongue » who, 
was tongue - tacked from the birth. The Lord indeed provided a real Te- 
fiimony fromſome , who, had and bave yer of their bones witneſling before, 
the fun, But oh that we did not adventure ſomewhat for his glory » for our 
own.peace , for the good of Poſterity , yea forthe true good and edifying 
even of. our Oppoſites ! We. ought not only to be-deeply humbled ;:and de 
much and long for pardon of ſuch an Omiſlion; butearneſtly ſeek grace an 
ſtrength to take hrold of any opportunity for reparing ſucha loſs. - 2, That 
ſome of thoſe Miniſters, who were laid aftde by Authority, did in a manner lay 
themſelves afide, as if they had been exonered of all Charge; whereas fuch 


as haveany liberty of a Subje ,. and feet and tongue looſe, ought rather be 


inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon » and from houſe to houſe inftruQt and warn 
young and old both of former Charge, and every where, as occaſion offers ; 
Itis true, none are now Apoſtles, but Miniſters have the ſame charge, thar A+ 
poſtles had;to feed the Flock of Chriſt,and are given primarily nottoany pare 
ticular Charge, but to the Univerſal viſible Church: few of the Apoſtles. or 
Apoſtolick Men . had either ſuch Churches and Pulpits to preach in, ora 
ſetled maintenance. Love to Chriſt, and love to the ſouls of People , that 
are periſhing in ignorance and diſobedience , would baniſh the love of eaſe, 
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: « C 24% ; we 
beingurged thereto by Authority, yet declined it. Itwas firſt and laſt as: 
foſerw hem, ro negle&tthe duty, forwanc of the 

} Rode 


and the fearof danger, and the idol of carnal prudence. That however a mans -. 


for maintenance of himſelf, and his family, migher praQtiſe medicine, or labour 


land, or betake bimfelt to any other employment ; yet he is torememberthe 


miniſtrie is his main im on cg and that at his admiſſion he engadged befor 
God to be diligent and Keie 

windowes ; ſome have converted their keepers: It were tobe wiſhed; thata 
Miniſter in all places » in all company, at alltimes., were about ſomewhat of 
his Maſters work ; fo ſhall he hear ar laſt , well done good and faithful ſer- 
vant. Letus deal with the Lord, thar he will deal Ax the hearts of all his 
Servants , andthruſt them out into his harveſt; as T hope ſome ,, who ſeems 
ed to be ſomewhat deficient in that duty, are already begun to beſtir 


themſelves ; and others, upon fight of the. courſes of the. time-, . and* 


| thepooples neceſſity and willingneſs to hear ,, will do. yet more abundantly. 

- . 3. Thatafter the deſtroyers of the Lords. heritage.,. had razed. the, work of 
Reformation to the foundation , and bad. not. only invaded: the. rights: that 
.he hath allowed this Servants, in the Government of his houſe ». but, "as far 
as creatures can do, uſurped his own Preregative Royal ;. and-notatall hid- 
ing the ſnare , but by the letter to the Council , and.the Councels Af open- 
-ing the deſigne, to have the Miniſtric of the Word wholly dependant on the 
Civil Power and Supre 3 that yet ſome Miniſters accepted:that , which 
they called an Indulgence of their Mrs, apes any, publick teſtimony, 
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ful therein. Some have preached out of priſon 
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49 _"McLivingtfoun's Letrer G54 
cither of theiradherence to th= Oath of God and work of Reformation, or- 


- 


” 
* # 
[ 


- againſt theſe Uſurpations. Oh for 2 head turned into waters, & eyes a fountain 
- of tears, ro deplore day & night Ck an, indignity., done to che Son of God, 


withoutz witneſs'; and fuch ſhame caſt upon the Church of Scotland. Our 
Farhers for far leſs matters conteſtet with the Powers of the earth, that the 
truth of the Goſpel might continue with us ; and do werhink that-our Lord 
and Maſter is nor able to. maintain'his own cauſe > © I have'great charity for 
moſt of th: men , who I ſuppoſe may have ating in the boſome, for negle&t 
of the opportunity. A. Perer & a Barnabas may be carried away ata time toand 
a dint; Itmutation: the credir of the Miniſtrie ought to be dear tous , but the 
credice of our Maſter and His/inter=fts oughr to be dearerthen all things 
_ elſe. The Miniſtrie of th= Goſpel is indeed 2 great benefite , but'norhing 
hinders why ths Miniſtrie of the Goſpel might not have heen had , and may 
not yetbe had without a Pulpit anda Stipend; 1t is an ill made bargans. where. 
the one party ets Clear gain , the keyes of Chriſts houſe in a manner deli- 
yered upto oh and the other is uncertainif God will bleſs a Mmiftrie, pur- 
chaſed ar ſuch a rate. _ If any Miniſters have had a hand incontriving or 
5; Indulgence,I ſuppoſe;they have done more miſchief ro the Noor 
hurchof Chrift in thit Land , thenall the Prelats , andall rheir Hirelings ; 
- and if ſuch an Indulgence ſhould be offered to, and acrepred by all the 
. outed Miniſters of the Land, withouta publick reftimony ; I would look up- 
onitas the moſt dreadful preſage , that yet hath appeared , of the Lords totale 
forſaking of the Land, Itisnot now Epiſcopacy and Ceremonies , thar is 
the Controverfie; but whether Jeſus Chriſt be King of his' own Church, _ 
+ which He hath bought with His Bloud ; or if the Leviathan of the Supre- - 
. macyfhall ſwallow up al, to which it is allalike whether it haye Prelars or 
Presbycers ſubſcrvient unto it , onely it muſt apabinege 12 7. tofts own arbi- 
triment without control, and bring forth yet more and more fraits of all 
zxmpiety and mms 


A Miniſter, that can preach rxaths, which no man que- 
» & meskens this grand. controverſe ,* or ſpeaks of it ſo darkly, as 
- .  Yhathe diſcovers hedefires norto be underſtood; I durſt not ſay, that. inthat 
"Ke is a faithful Ambaſſadour of Jeſus Chriſt, Sure , if his own reputation + 
weretotiched, he would ſpeake 1n a more picquant manner; and his Maſters , 
henour ſhould be above his own repute. A bare not-agrecing tothe Ac- 
commodlation propounded is not a ſufficient evidehce of faithfulneſs, at ſuch a 
rime.: Sathan counts no great gain ofthe Prelats, nor them har ſer them up, 
- nor them that follow' them ; but onred Miniſters'and noted Profefſours 
would be 2 great prize to him:--andF am faire, winnowas hard as he can, he 
ſhallgetnone that belong umo Chriſt, _ O how ſad is itthar ſomero pleaſe 
men, and thoſe the overturners-of all the work of God, have laid afide thar 
wrt of Reformation and Uniformity,the expounding of the Scriprure, 
en. raiſed to ſo much edification , & others magle 1tſo, asit were as 
good A ear it. he excuſe of the ſhort dayes of winter, orthe weakneſs of 
"ones body, may well allow a man to make both the Lecture & the Preaching 
ſhorter; but on ſuch a pretextto lay it afide , eſpecially, being in jlome _ 
IS RE | a caſo 
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a caſe of confeſſion , I fear ſhall not beatlowed before the righteous Judge. 
If itbe aid » better have preaching without LeRturing »inor no preaching ar 
all.* True, if* there be a Phyficatimpediment in the wav of teturing ,) or if | 
all preaching had been by theLord aftricted ro fuch a pulpic by the indulgence It 
of ſuch acreature:but when men com? to ſpy out our liberty»which we haveig - - 
Chriſt Jeſus,that they may bring us into bondage,and'would inure usto take Y 
one of their burdens after another, we ought not togtve place by ſabjeion, 
no not for an houre ; for by ſuch arguing, better have preaching without ever ' 
Citing I{ai4h, nor none; better withoue mentioning the decree of eleion-, or 
impured righteouſneſs, nornone art all. -Alas! the Lord hath poured on us the. 
Spirit of deep fleep , and hath cloſed our eyes, our Prophets andour Rus 
lers , the Seers hath he covered, O-whata deep wound was it ro-my heart > 

to hear of a Miniſter , who I think certainly hath both truz-grace 'and rare: 

ifts , that he ſo far complied with the courſt of the tim?/,"as rs keep a 
Foly Day, appointedby men, and drink about the Bone - fires ! what will 
be the end of thoſe things > What, when God ſhall waken the Conſcience? 
Our Miniſters were out Glory ,” and 4 fear our Idol, and the:Eerd hath 
ſtained che pride of our glory- None of us who archere., and ſeem tobedil. 
ſatisfyed with ſome things at home, want convition of our own grievoiis miſe 
carriages 3 and itis probable that if we had been at home , we mighthave' _ 

: Gene worſe than any others. Ifit were poſſible , I would deſire. ſo to ſpeake” # 

for Chriſt and his intereſt , as not to refle& on any Perform; bur* Levi's dutice? 2 
and bleſling lies otherwayes. FT profeſſe to you, although F have a real excufe- - 
of my.inability to debate and argue, without which the proþounding of 'ones* 

- minde ſcemes too DiCtator like,thar yer I have apprehenſion,that my nor writ--'_ 

More... 
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ing to. ſome friends ,  yitkfs -rhe guilt of ſomethings done or omitted 
IG theirs. Oh fer the day when all of us, whother rogether or © 
withour refleting onany but ourſelves , migtit mourn the mourning of 8; 
drimmon, -in the Valley, of Megiddon, ITſhouldlook on chat; 4x Scort 

Sengeyey : yeaitisto be molt eirneftly ſought from the Lord, and 
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eavourcd. that. the whole bulk of the people, andeven thoſe who hayecar- F.. 
ried.on-the defeftion, might ger repentance; ſo ſhould we be 2 greater wonder I 
to theworld of his matcbleſs mercy, nor now we are of ſud n and +7815, 
ful Apoſtacy: and many ſuch wonders he can work; if tie pleale, and we nay 
ſuppoſe will work, if there were wreſtlers for ſuch a blefling , bur. that alſo is 
his own gift: to him be all glory forever. | 

In rhe cloſe, 't will be put 7 that I give you all ſome directions, how to walk. 
iofucha time; and asthey come in my mind, I shallſet themdown. x; [g/'* 
all chings, and above all things, ler the Word of God be your ovly Rule, Chriſt 
you your only hope, His Spirit your enly Gnide, and His Glory your.Only 

nt, 2:Sce that each of you apartWorship God every day, morning & evading. 
at leaſt; read ſome of lis Word, and call on Him by prayer , and give Him 
thanks, if ye be ftrairned with buſineſs, it is nor ſo much the levgth of your Pray 

thar he mega, asthe Uprigheneſs 3 che Emneſtreſ: of the heagr; bur ceglect,, $ 

worthe duces andaf ye beWithquethe hearing of ochers, une? four yoice., Ris s 
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me; Ye may 
3- Througbthe whoteday labour ro.ſet the Lord alwayes before you,, 2s 
| ro oblerre you, and ftre n you for every dutie, end then look wee 
how the day hath been ſpent, before ye fleep. 4.\Such as have Families ſer y 
the Worstup of Gad in your Families , as ye would avoid the wrath , thar chal 
be poured on the Families-thatcall not on his name. 5. As occafion offers of 
coming alongs, neglect nor the-ſame ; -and on the Lords 


any honeſt | 
Day, gowhere ye canhear the Word fincerly preached by a; ſent Miniſter ,, who 


will waneſs againſt the evils ofthe time, withour whieh,T appr , Whaxever 
amans gifts be, the Lord willnotſendche blefling,, Oxnamisnotfar off, and I 

bope Mr Scordoth , and-willdeclare for the ſworn Reformation, and teſtify 2- 
ganſt the preſent defections but dgr not bid you hear any of the intruded' 
Hirelings, whomthey callCurats. I know ſome good men haveheard, or do 

bear ſome ofthem, but I believe; ifall fear of inconvenience were removed, they 
would do otherwayes. Ifno occafion of apublick meeting be, or ifye cannot 

go toir, ſancifie the Loxds Day in yourFawilies, or ar leaſt eachof you in 

your own heart, 6. Giveno occafionto the World to ſay, that ye negle& your 
Calling , orare buſie bogdiesin other mens matters , or have any doublneſs in 
your worldly dealings, a faithtul carriage free of covetouſneſs is agreat orna- 
mentto the profefiion, 7. -Havea care of your Children that they be raughr 
toread, and have Bibles ſo ſoon as they can uſe.them, and rake them with 
you tohear the Word preached, and inſtruct them your ſelves the more dili- 
gently,that publick means are ſcarce. 8. Such as have any leaſure, read ſome 
—— Books, whereby ye may profire in knowledge and affetion : read now 
and then the Covenants, the Confeſſion of Faith, and the longer Catechiſme, 
and rhe little Treatiſe printed with them .. I wonld recommend ro you. the 
writings of Mr Durbam., and Mr Binning , and Mr Wilham Gutrie , and Mr An 
drew Loy ep I Age ey Letters, (I hope shortly ve shall be fopplice 
with ſome more Copies of them ) as alſo any good pieces fromEngland , as 
Mr Allen,or the like: I dar not recommend Baxter toyou, he is a dangerous 
Man: let Chefters and Srandbil buy ſome ſuch as they oan , and lend them to 
others to be read; - 9. Any thoughts ye have ofthe buſineſs of the time, exa- 
mine them well by the word , and preſent them oft to God by prayer; and 
whar yeget ſoconfirmed , be not eafily moved therefrom, alrhough ſome Mi- 
niſtersshould be of a contrair epinion; forinthoſe dayesſundrie of the common 
People hayeclearer light and ſteadier practice, than ſome Miniſters; bur be not 
proud , or ſelf willed in your own opinion.” 10 By any means ſee that yebe 
not drawn to a contempt ofthe Miniftrie, or Miniſters in whom any thing of 
God really appearechakbough ſome might haveſliden inan houreof remprations 
bur ftydy all lawful wayes;of union and healing , yer ſo asye approve: nathing, 
which the word and your conſcience condemne. 11. Strengthen your ſelves 
in chemain grounds of Religion againſt Popery , ayd read ſome'$horttreatiſes 
forthar purpoſe; ye know got but it may be a great part ofthe rial ofthe times 
iſters haye begun of late ro queſtiou Chrifts impured.righteoul- 
ntheſe, whatever shew they may make of moderation and ac- 
curar, 
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you far, very far, from'this . of Snan3, Qankeriſmie , whic 
Jer colour-of fobrie - and p2"ience, overthrows- all the gtounds of Chriſtian 
igion 3 be yer they s\0al4 note looked-0n ay Chriſtians s thei 


and the lighe within them, which is atſv inal! Pagans ,} 15 al-their Saviour: cons 
verſe not. with them 7 as much asye can, avoid eotference with. them z theeyil 
Spirit that is in them deſires no betrer, nor continual wrangling : many are 
much wiſtaken if there be nor much Nevitry among chem , as ſome com'd off 
from them have reſtified. - 1 4. I know the courſe ceafſerh now that was raken; 
for,providi 
means for 


* 
rhem 


acquaimance: their fire 
ſee their way, they mizhebe ; 


dayes to write , as there are pages 3 but itwas not fitting ro'make uſe of any 0- 


- 


thers hand, 


Lec this Letter be read'to all of the Parish, who will be willing to-hear it; and: 


drew Burkbolme and Margaret Walker, or 
any thar uſed ordinarily to meet with usyas Mrs Eljo:, Iſabe! Simpſon, and ſuch o- 
thers. Iknow there is agrear changezfince Tleft you, by the death of ſome, and: 
coming in of others bnt I am ſomerime refreshed re look over the roll of the 
Parish, asit was when Hefryeu. Defire from me My Henry and Mr William 
Erskin:, or any other of that Gn , to come now and then to- vifire.and water 
you. I could wiſh that when ye hear ofany boneſt Merchant in Edinburgh, or 
any other coming hither ,. ſome of youwould give them a particular account.of 
borhſgood and evil, ro bring 
Totcha , that made me both joyful andſad ; I ſhall wrire when any of my San 


to any thar are gon ont of it, a 


. . . aetoceme over. that if they can, they will come r0-you, a day or two ,- and | 
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evtizc walking, as Enornieyto Jeſus Chriff rd the Wivation of fouls. 14. Keep © 
5 -» Un 


| Ifear yeshallhardly readmy* hat, ave yer it hath taken neerby as many | 


ro me; -Þ had a little account lately from Jobn- ' 
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